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CONTRATULATIONS

TO OUR PSR STUDENTS

__________You Won__________

1st Place in total contributions &

1st Place per capita contributions

to the Holy Childhood Association in 2008/09.

Lauren Hilderbrand represented our PSR program on March 1st at the 52nd Annual Mission Breakfast of Champions.  Thank you for the sacrifices by our young people to the missions.  Keep up the amazing work to help the world’s poor!!!
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ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Tuesday, March 24, 6-6:45 p.m.

Young people in grade 5 and up are welcome to become altar servers.  After completing training, you will be scheduled for the mass which your family ordinarily attends.  Students need permission from their parent or guardian.  Register for training by calling 653-8279.

ADORATION

During Lent, we offer and encourage ADORATION
· During this time, the host is visible and our Catholic customs include having person/s always present in the chapel for adoration.

· We genuflect on BOTH knees 

· Each Tues./Thurs. class will be assigned a night when they will visit the chapel for adoration  

·  Adults are also in the chapel for adoration

· Our parish has adoration of the most Blessed Sacrament each Tuesday from 9 to 9.

· Tuesday Night Parents…waiting for dismissal in your car?  Stop in and share a few minutes with Jesus in the Chapel.  You’ll leave feeling renewed and fulfilled!!

Christian Formation Committee 

Meeting on March 11th at 7:30 in the office work space

P.E.A.C.E Meeting

Parent representatives are asked to attend their closing meeting on Sunday, March 8th at 9 a.m..  Your input is needed!  (Tuesday night reps are asked to join us since we were snowed out on March 3rd.  

SOUP KITCHEN

The Soup Kitchen last month was superb.  Thanks to our soup makers and our Confirmation Candidates for serving and cleaning!!! 

Fun WEBSITES

In her Lenten Presentation, Sister Ellen Gerlach recommended the following websites.   WE do too!

www.thehungersite.com
· Click on this site and the site’s sponsors pay for cups of food for poor.  Help feed the world!
www.freerice.com
· Play games/trivia…for each answer you get right, they donate 10 grains of rice to the United Nations World Food Program.  Help the poor!
www.earthhourkids.com
· Did you know you can join millions around the world who will turn out their lights for one hour?  So light a candle or play flashlight tag.

Help save the world!

Free rabbit to good home.  Call 659-1504 for details.

Video cart

The PSR program invites parents to view a video or read a book from our library selection.  For the next several weeks, you will find the video cart in view.  We encourage you to take home some Spiritual viewing during Lent.  Please consider a selection.  Lots for kids & adults.

IMPORTANT DATES

Confirmation Retreat
Sat, March 7th, 8:45 a.m. 6:00 p.m.

First Eucharist Sacramental Prep Meeting

Parents only on Thurs, March 12 at 7:00 p.m. in parish hall.

Faculty Meeting for PSR Staff

Sun, March15 at 12 noon

UPDATES

Please be sure to keep your child’s PSR records up-to-date.  New email, phone number, address, medical alert or insurance information?  Let us know.

One Act Spiritual Drama

This special presentation will take place on March 28th.   Participants will learn and experience the story of Mary Magdalene.   The one act performance is by Gina McKenna-Smith, whose acting credits include various on-stage and television roles ranging from Shakespearean characters to other live Christian dramas. 

Her current role as Mary Magdalene delves into the life of a woman who was one of the most important women of Jesus’ ministry.  She accompanied Jesus during his public ministry, she was at the foot of His Cross at the Crucifixion and she was the first person Jesus appeared to after his death.  Mary Magdalene defied any fear she had and was also someone who faced the challenge of accepting God’s will with faith and hope. 

This event is being presented at St. Polycarp, so don’t miss this opportunity to closely examine a saint who played a pivotal role in the life of Jesus Christ and who’s actions were an example of humility, courage, commitment, gratitude, repentance and faith for the world.   Admission - $10.  

Pitcher & Basin 2009

P&B is a week long, summer event that invites high school students to join with their friends and give to the community.  Working hand in hand with Habitat for Humanity, students help build homes for needy families.  Evening programming includes games, movies, meeting the families for whom they are working and just hanging out.   Visit cdow.org/cymjoinup.html  to view a video from last year’s camp.  Call Mrs. Simpers at 653-4101 for info!  

Little Rock Bible Study on Tuesday Night from 7:05 – 8:00pm.  Call 653-4101 for details – all welcome!

 DRE’s Ideas for Lent
Encourage children to give 100% by sacrificing soda, gum, ice cream or something they like.  Here are some ideas on how to begin:

· Celebrate Mardi Gras on 2/24 by serving pancakes.  This is a sign that something new is about to begin.  

· During dinner, on a small slip of paper, each family member writes down their sacrifices, good deeds and/or prayer intentions for Lent.  

· In a pyrex dish, burn the papers and sign each other with ashes.

What ever you choose, be ready to acknowledge any failures and remember there will be days when our best intentions fall short.   Acknowledge them, reconcile &  move forward to new growth!

PRO-LIFE POSTER CONTEST

Students can enter this contest using any pro-life theme: Abortion, Euthanasia, Death Penalty, Stem Cell Research, Dignity of others…
This is an optional activity but strongly encouraged in our PSR program.  Students may work in groups or alone but all students are strongly encouraged to participate.  Most Catechists are providing time during class to work on this project.   We have had wonderful posters submitted in the past.   All entries are hung in the hallway outside the Church.  Thank you for all you do to encourage participation and thanks to our Pro-life Committee for sponsoring this activity.  Deadline, March 19th
CATHOLIC VALUES OF HUMAN SEXUALITY - Sessions have begun.  Classroom discussion often opens doorways for communication.   Use this opportunity to talk to your child!

Help Catholic Charities Stock the pantry and bring a can of food for the poor.

IMPORTANT DATES

CONFIRMATION - Sponsor Meeting ON FEB. 8TH.  Sponsor or Sponsor representative must be present with students!   Meet at the PSR entrance at 5:00 p.m.    

First Eucharist

Parents must be present for the Sacramental Preparation Meeting on Feb 22nd at 9:00 a.m.

No Classes on Sunday, February 15th but say a prayer to St. Polycarp as his feast day approaches.  Learn more about St. Polycarp by visiting our web site at Saintpolycarp.org.  

The Entire PSR is memorizing the Beautitudes

Students in grades 1-8 are expected to learn/know the Beatitudes for their grade level.  For example, gr. 5 will memorize the first five Beatitudes – so by gr. 8, they’ll know all 8 of them.    

“The Beatitudes are the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.  Found in Matthew 5: 1-10.  Jesus teaches us that if we live according to the Beatitudes, we will live a happy Christian Life and describes the rewards that will be ours as loyal followers of Christ. 

 BEATITUDES

1  BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT,

FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

2  BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN:


FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED.

3  BLESSED ARE THE MEEK,


FOR THEY WHALL INHERIT THE EARTH.

4 BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HUNGER AND                                                                
THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR 
THEY SHALL BE SATISFIED.

5  BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL:


FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY.

6  BLESSED ARE THE PURE OF HEART:


FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD.

7  BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS:


FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED 

THE CHILDREN OF GOD.

8 BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ARE   
PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
SAKE: FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM  
OF HEAVEN.

Grace Before Meals

Check out gracebeforemeals.com for some fun and/or Lenten dinner ideas!

March ideas
During Lent, we offer and encourage ADORATION

         Our parish has adoration of the most Blessed Sacrament each Tuesday from 9 to 9.

         During this time, the host is visible and our Catholic customs include having person/s always present in the chapel for adoration.

         We genuflect on both knees.

         Each Tuesday class will be assigned a night when they will visit the chapel for adoration (no longer than 5 minutes).  Dates will be assigned. Each catechist can choose the time of the visit: but please let me know in advance.

         Adults are in the chapel for adoration.

         This will require explanation and preparation of your class.

         Practice the double genuflection so that they are at ease with it.

         Also, you need to plan prayers (perhaps on small papers) for them to pray SILENTLY.
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Students in grades 5-8 are asked to participate in the annual Vocation Essay Contest.  

Please encourage your child to consider an entry.  This contest asks students to reflect on religious ministry.  Details can be found by visiting saintpolycarp.org, click Religious Education, click 13th Annual KofC Essay Contest.  Deadline for submitting essays is January 29.

Snow Emergency &

Weather Concerns

EVENING CLASSES

· If Smyrna School District closes school during the day due to weather conditions, PSR is closed.

· Weather conditions sometimes permit day school, but night freezing, etc., requires closing.  In that case, listen to WDSD, WDEL, WDOV or WSTS.  When possible, parent reps will call.  If in doubt, use your own judgment. 

SUNDAY CLASSES

· A parent representative will call you or tune into the above radio stations. 
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CATHOLIC VALUES OF HUMAN SEXUALITY

Catholic Values of Human Sexuality has begun.  Classroom discussion often opens doorways for communication.   Please use this opportunity to talk to your child about our Catholic identity and faith.    According to the age and maturity of students, catechists may discuss some of the following:  cliques, peer pressure, respect/disrespect, media, decision making, abortion, matrimony, divorce, and/or communication skills necessary for relationships

What is a Agape?

What?  Our parish often offers a social time after the 10:45 a.m. Mass  

When? 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month

Where?  Mother Drexel Hall

Who?  All are welcome – come meet members of your church and chat while enjoying coffee and refreshments

Cost?  Free – Members of the parish sign up to bring something.  If at anytime, you have something to share, please drop it off in the kitchen before the 10:45 Mass.

Also, I am seeking some folks to help make sandwiches, prepare soup & salad for a luncheon for the Bishop on Thursday, February 26th
Year of St. Paul 

A pilgrimage on April 16 to St. Paul’s in Delaware City & Wilmington, then onto St. Peters & St. Joseph

S pm the Brandywine for prayer for the Pope.   Three talks on the various aspects of the teaching of St. Paul in his epistles will be given during the day as well as a history of the churches.

REPORT CARDS


Please check your child’s folder frequently.  Report cards should be signed and returned asap.  








LET’S CELEBRATE MASS AS A CLASS!





On Jan. 11th Grades 3 & 6 will celebrate Mass together.   Attendance will be taken.  Please see that you son/daughter is present for the 10:45 a.m. Liturgy.  If this is not possible due to illness, etc., call or write a note to excuse them.  Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately.  Students should meet their Catechists in the parish hall at 10:30 a.m.





WHAT GRADE WOULD YOUR


KIDS GIVE YOUR MARRIAGE?


WANT TO PASS WITH FLYING COLORS?





All you have to do is attend a


Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend!


Marriage Encounter is a weekend where married couples can get away


from jobs, kids, chores, and phones—and focus only on each other.


If you’d like greater depth, growth, and enrichment in your relationship,


you’ll like the difference a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can make!





March 27- 29, Rehoboth Beach, DE


October 16-18, Rehoboth Beach, DE





For more information or to register, contact:


Jack & Bridget O’Connell


302-653-1434


bridgetoconnell@ymail.com











